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“Appointed to a Mission:  Impossible?”

(Theme song from "Mission: Impossible" plays.  Then play tape recording)
"Good morning Mr. Krueger, 
The First Church in Belfast, United Church of Christ, is holding its Annual Meeting today, a
very important occasion for this congregation.  Unbeknownst to many of them, as they gather for
another possibly, mundane, ordinary worship service, God is making great and extraordinary
plans for them.  Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to proclaim to them the reasons
for their existence, the foundation of their call as a Christian body, and to unleash them into the
world, to live and spread the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is their mission.  Some may find the
sheer greatness of this mission, impossible.  It is your job to convince them otherwise and to
reassure them, that with God, all things are possible.  As always, should you or any of your
Council members get caught or killed , the secretary will disavow any knowledge of your
actions.  This tape will self-destruct in 5 seconds." 

So, you heard it.  It is my mission today, to proclaim why we are here, why we exist as a
church, a part of the body of Christ, to remind you of our calling from God, and get you ready to
go out, to "unleash you" as the man said, into the world to do the work of Christ.

First I want to begin by looking at our first passage of scripture, the one from Jeremiah. 
Like so many other call stories in the Bible, God calls to Jeremiah and reminds him of his
grounding, his foundation:  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were
born, I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations."

And Jeremiah, like so many others who hear God's call, responds with uncertainty and
certainly a bit of fear, "Ah, Lord God!  Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy."

Even the great Moses responded in about the same way.  Upon seeing the burning bush
and hearing God speak to him, he responds 4 times.  First he says, "Who am I that I should bring
the sons of Israel out of Egypt?"  God tells him he will be with him and he will tell him what to
say.  Then Moses says, "But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice . . ." and God
shows him that God will give him abilities that will convince them.  Then Moses says, "Oh, but
Lord, I am not eloquent . . .I am slow of speech and of tongue."  And God says to him, who do
you think made man's mouth?  I will be with your mouth and teach you what to speak.  Then
Moses says, "Oh, my Lord, send, I pray some other person."  And that's the last straw for God
and God's anger is kindled and you can just imagine the ground quaking as God speaks once
again to convince Moses to just go and do this thing that God is commanding him to do!

And then of course, there is Isaiah, who has that amazing vision in the temple.  God
sitting on a throne, high and lifted up.  Above were the seraphim, each with 6 wings, who called
out to each other with thunderous voices in the smoky, incensed air, and Isaiah, terrified, says,
"Woe is me! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips;
for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!"  Then one of the seraphim flies down and
touches his mouth with a burning coal and says, "Behold, you guilt is taken away, and your sin



forgiven."  And God speaks, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"  And Isaiah says,
perhaps to his own amazement, he says, "Here am I!  Send me!"

I share these powerful stories with you to just remind you of the tradition from which we
come.  We, all of us here, and all who have ever known and kept the faith in God that is our
heritage, have or will receive a call, a call from God, for that is the nature of our existence and of
our faith.  We may choose not to hear it.  We may ignore it.  We may try to run and hide from it. 
And in the process, we may make our own lives littler and smaller than they are meant to be by
not listening, not responding to the voice, the call of God in our lives.  And that is one possible
outcome.

However, the message of the scriptures, time and time again, is clear.  That those who
listen for God in their lives, those who pay attention and who open their hearts to the presence,
the yearning and longings of God in their lives, those people who give themselves over to the
calling of God, find that they become God's instruments, they are guided by a power beyond
themselves, the Spirit of God, and in so doing find a richness and a fulfillment in their lives that
they would never otherwise come to know.  And it is amazing!

But the call of God is not only to individuals.  Today, I want you to hear that the call of
God can go out to communities of faith, to congregations, just like ours.  But the trick is to know
what that call is all about.  Here again we turn to the scriptures and this is where knowledge of
the Bible and how we should read it are so important.  While God can speak to any of us
directly, and does so in many different ways, the community of Christ, the Church, gathers to
hear and to understand for itself, the meaning of God's call in the scriptures that we share.  What
do our scriptures say to us?  What mission do they call us to?  If they were made into a TV
police action-drama, they might sound something like this:

"Good morning First Church, your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to do as
Jesus commanded, 'You shall love the Lord your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it, You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.'" (from Matthew 22:37-39)

Or, "Good morning First Church, your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to heed
the words of the prophet Amos, 'But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an
ever-flowing stream!'" (Amos 5:24)

Or, "Good morning First Church, your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to
listen to the very words you included in your own Welcoming Statement, 'And what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.'"
(Micah 6:8)

These, and of course there are so many more, give us insight as to what God wants of us,
what God is calling us to.  In our second reading for today, Paul gives us words that we so often
relinquish as those sappy and romantic verses made just for weddings.  But the "Love Chapter"
of I Corinthians 13 are words of power and truth!  Especially in our day!  Allow me to
paraphrase:



"If I speak with eloquence or with passion and zeal,  and in ways that get everybody's
attention, but don't have love, I'm just a big bag of hot air, a bunch of noise.  If I have the power
to forecast what is going to happen in the economy, or in politics, or the environment, or within
society, and can understand everything there is to know about modern technology, or if I am
seen by all as the most sincere and faithful person alive, and have the ability to perform miracles
and wonders beyond belief, or if I give of myself as a martyr, my life and body, so that I might be
known as someone great, but have no love in any of this, I am, and I gain, nothing.

I think that of all of Paul's teachings, these words about love speak to the very core, the
very essence of what Jesus was trying to teach, that in all things, we must love.  Here as Paul
tells us what love is, it is patient and kind, it is not envious, boastful or arrogant or rude.  It
doesn't insist on its own way, is not irritable or resentful, does not rejoice in wrongdoing, in
things that bring harm to others, but it fills up with joy in those things that bring good, that show
forth God's truth.  It bears, believes, hopes and endures all things.  This tells us, not only what
we are to do, but what we are to be.  We are to be love, the love of God in the world!

Sometimes I wonder how seriously we take our charge of being a church, of being God's
love in the world.  It is very easy to just come and go to Sunday worship services, and think
that's what church is all about.  Or even to join a board or committee, and think, because these
take a lot of our time and effort, that we are really fulfilling our call to be Christians.  And we
may think that this is what being the church is all about.  But it is not.  Being the church is to
have hearts and ears and minds that are open to God's call, ready to receive it anywhere and
anytime.  Ready and anxious to use what God has given us, ourselves, our resources, our time,
our gifts, our hearts and our love, and as Kate said last week, our urgency and compassion, to
accomplish all the things God has appointed us to do.

Like Jeremiah and Moses and Isaiah and the host of others who have responded through
the centuries to the call of God, we too may feel afraid, uncertain, unsure, to take the risk, to give
of ourselves and our resources, to reach out to others and to bring God's love into our world, to
places that are so desperately in need of it.  

And that is why we do this together, as a congregation, as a body of believers, as the
people of faith.  We do it together, to support one another, to encourage each other, to discover
and come to understand the call of God that is being given to us and to know the joy of what it
means to answer the call of God.  So that in this way, we can answer like Isaiah, saying, "Here
am I!  Send me!", knowing, that with God's help, and with one another side by side, no mission,
is impossible!  Amen.


